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WELCOME MESSAGE 
FROM THE CHAIR

Welcome to Pride Edinburgh 2023: United and our 26th Pride in our 28th year of events here in the 
capital city and the Fourth Pride Event to be produced as a Charity registered in Scotland.

2023 sees us returning to the growth point we were at in 2019, with the return of our outdoor arena and 
our spectacular giant pride carpet alongside the full festival village event hosted by our partners EUSA 
across their Potterrow and Teviot House complex. Who could have known it would have taken four years to 
reach this point especially as this is our second event since the easing of pandemic restrictions.

This return to a full event is only possible thanks to my incredible team, whom I would like to thank 
personally especially the  Pride Committee who this year have outdone themselves as we not only 
organised today’s events but our ongoing work as a  charity committed to our ethos of diversity 
and inclusion for all. To William Furie and his team, Jamie Love and his team, Jan Irvine, Jonathan 
MacBride-Young and Thomas Tallis my profound thanks to you all.

To our Headline Partner, Event Partners, Community sponsors, Community Supporters and LGBTQI+ 
Rainbow venue sponsors thank you for engaging with Pride Edinburgh in 2023 and we look forward 
to developing our future journeys together.

To the true backbone of pride day events the huge army of Volunteers both on the March, the 
community fair, and those working hard across the venues I thank you all for your time and valued 
contributions.

Since we were last together in 2022, we as a community have looked on in pride at the Passing of The 
GRR Bill by the Scottish parliament only for it to turn to horror at its blocking by the UK Government. 
The impact of this decision is felt deeply by the Transgender community with rising transphobic 
incidents being reported daily. The bigoted fuel this has given to Terf’s is staggering and is a potent 
reminder on why the Pride March matters. To every single member of the community we see you, we 
hear you and we stand shoulder to shoulder with you. Hence why the theme of this year’s event is 
Pride Edinburgh 2023: UNITED.

The LGBTQI+ community stands United as one and I hope you will enjoy the events planned and will 
join us on the March on Saturday 24th June as we make our annual statement to the world that we 
are here, we are queer and we’re proud of ourselves and each other. By standing together we offer 
support for those under the yoke of oppression in those parts of the world that fail to accept diversity, 
especially this year as we pay special tribute to our Trans Siblings. We do this with Pride and love in our 
hearts for a better and brighter future for not only the LGBTQI+ community but for all Humanity.

To you and yours, enjoy the day! Tell the world “United We Stand” because love really does 
always win through.

A very Happy Pride 2023 to you all!

Brett Herriot
Chair, Pride Edinburgh

prideedinburgh.org.uk

Pride Edinburgh and Pride Scotia are 
trading names of CAPITAL PRIDE which is 

Registered in Scotland as a company Limited 
by Guarantee. Company Number: 553508 

and as a Scottish Charity SCO47374
Registered Office: Edinburgh LGBT Centre, 
58a Broughton Street, Edinburgh EH1 3SA



OUR TRIBUTE - PAUL O’GRADY
On 28th March this year, we lost one of our greatest entertainers in Paul O’Grady, 
famed for his “For the Love of Dogs” and self titled chat shows. To a modern 
generation those are what he was known best for. However Paul’s career really took 
hold in 1978 when he invented the one and only Ms Lilly Savage, changing the 
trajectory of his life and comedy drag for good. As entertaining as Lilly was, she and 
Paul bore witness to the HIV/AIDS pandemic of the 1980’s which cruelly took the 
lives of thousands. Faced with the injustice of Margaret Thatcher’s Tory government 
Paul and his compatriots fought back, joining pride marches and performing benefit gigs across the UK 
alongside visiting aids wards to offer a moment of light and joy amongst the darkness and making a true 
difference in the march to equality. 

Paul was so beloved because he kept it real, and spoke out whenever he saw injustice never scared to be 
the voice that rose above the parapet when it was needed. Yes he could make us laugh but he also made 
us think when it counted. We can never thank Paul enough for his contribution to the Pride Movement not 
only in Edinburgh but across the UK. Just the week before his death, Paul was in Edinburgh performing as 
Miss Hanigan in Annie at the Edinburgh Playhouse, for those of us who saw those performances its all the 
more staggering that just three days after the curtain fell on that run Paul was gone. 

They don’t make them like Paul anymore, he was unique, a true one of a kind, yes he entertained us and 
often had us rolling with laughter but ultimately he cared and made the difference. To his Husband Andre 
Portasio his beloved family and friends he is irreplaceable. 

Thank you Paul O’Grady for all that you achieved, for making the difference to the LGBTQI+ community and for 
all the laugher over the years, We at Pride Edinburgh are proud to dedicate our 2023 event to your memory!

Ta-ra Kid, and see you down life’s highway! 

prideedinburgh.org.uk



Standing 
proud 
together.
Everyone’s welcome

At Tesco, we support LGBTQ+ equality  
and accept people without exception.  
That’s why we’re proud to be part of Pride,  
why we support LGBTQ+ charities all year  
round, and champion an award-winning  
LGBTQ+ network for our colleagues. 

So, let’s stand together and make 
everyone feel welcome, every day.

Everyone is welcome  
at Tesco, with pride.
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Drops 
Of Advice

Find out more at

Dance freely,
drink responsibly.

SCAN ME



Cyrenians • Switchboard LGBT+ Helpline
ROAM • Scottish Adoption and Fostering

LGBT Health and Wellbeing • VOCAL Edinburgh
National Library of Scotland • LEAP Sports Scotland

Samaritans of Edinburgh and the Lothians
Edinburgh EIS • City of Edinburgh Guides

Edinburgh Scouts • Historic Environment Scotland
The Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service

Edinburgh Humanists • Woodland Trust
Edinburgh Rape Crisis Centre • Waverley Care

St Andrew’s Children’s Society • Equality Network
Scotia Wealth Management Ltd • Scotland in Union

Vintage Vibes • Somewhere EDI CIC
Richmond’s Hope • Edinburgh Women’s Aid

Our Tribe/Augustine United Church • UNISON
Macmillan Cancer Support • Scottish Autism

Not So Nice! Productions • Skyscanner
Shakti Women’s Aid • Police Scotland • Marie Curie
LGBT Youth Scotland • NHS Education for Scotland

GAFF • RNLI • Resisting Transphobia

HEALTH,
WELLBEING &
COMMUNITY FAIR

prideedinburgh.org.uk

The Community Fair will be spread across the 
entire Teviot building, bringing together a wide 
spectrum of companies, charities, community 
groups and engagement organisations from 

across the LGBTQI+ landscape. Please be sure to 
explore the various locations for the Stalls.

Wheelchair access and lifts 
available throughout all buildings.

 There will be signage and volunteers 
happy to help with directions.

In the Lounge Bar you will find an Open Mic (inc 
piano) and Celebrating Queer Joy art exhibition. 

This year we collaborate with Carried Away, a 
student led group of queer creatives, to bring 

you amazing works of art from our young 
community members. Rainbow Families 2-4 

and Quiet Space from 4 are in the Debating Hall. 
Trans & Non-Binary Space is at the Roof Terrace.



DJS EVERY NIGHT     FOOD SERVED UNTIL 10PM     CHILDREN OVER 5 WELCOME

OPEN 11AM-5AM DURING PRIDE*   7 DAYS A WEEK

23-24 GREENSIDE PLACE, EDINBURGH, EH1 3AA     0131 556 9331     INFO@CCBLOOMS.CO.UK

*SUBJECT TO LICENSINGMORE INFO AT CCBLOOMS.CO.UK

Best law firm to work at in 2022 and 2023, Burges 
Salmon, is thrilled to support Pride Edinburgh.

@BurgesSalmon

sponsors of Pride Edinburgh 2023

www.burges-salmon.com

Burges Salmon is an ambitious, sustainable and inclusive firm that ensures 
its clients, people and wider communities flourish. Inclusion matters to us – 
98% of our people say we have an open and inclusive culture.



Scottish Charity No. SC005754

• Offer our families the most 
incredible lifelong support and will 
be with you every step of the way along 
your adoption or fostering journey.

Ready to take the next step? Please call today!
0131 454 3370 (Edinburgh) or 01224 878158 (Aberdeen)

• Offer a very personalised approach 
and will probably end up feeling like a 
member of your family!

• Can put you in touch with our 
LGBTQ+ parents who will be able to 
tell you what it’s really like to adopt or 
foster a child.

Choose us as we...

info@standrews-children.org.uk        sacsadopt.scot
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Scan & join mailing list to receive aScan & join mailing list to receive a
  

Bubbling Shot of Death!Bubbling Shot of Death!

57a Frederick Street,
Edinburgh, EH2 1LH

www.thecauldron.io/edinburgh
@thecauldronpub

FREEFREE  

Magical Immersive Experience & Cocktail Bar

P R O U D  T O  S P O N S O R

EDINBURGH PRIDE

HAPPY PRIDE!!!!!
We made two pairs this year:

I CAN QUEERLY NOW (OGs)
GET YOUR PRIORITIES GAY (Circle Gs)

A portion of the proceeds sold at Edinburgh Pride will
be donated to a local organisation - why? ‘Cuz at goodr,
our mission is: “We exist to give you permission to be
unabashedly yourself…unless you’re an asshole.”

Pride celebrates LGBTQ+ people being their authentic
selves. (And we don’t give a flying flamingo f*ck about

the few loud assholes who don’t like it.)

AVAILABLE AT:

The Community Fair, Teviot Row House
& www.goodr.co.uk







ARE YOU  
IN PAIN?
Back pain, neck pain, headache,  
lumbago, joint pain, sciatica, frozen  
shoulder, tennis elbow.

We can help.

Our highly qualified and experience 
chiropractors will help you get out of  
pain so you can do things you want  
to do.

Call today to arrange  
your initial consultation

The Coach House,  
7 St. Albans Road 
Edinburgh,  
EH9 2PA

0131 259 4537 
hello@oakfieldhealth.com
www.oakfieldchiropractic.com

WISHING EVERYONE A  
VERY HAPPY PRIDE 2023

Initial 
consultation

Half Price 
Offer £25



COMMUNITY SUPPORTERS

SCENE VENUE RAINBOW FLAG SPONSORS

EVENT PARTNERS

TRAVEL PARTNERS

NEISH DESIGN   07768 655 850

THANK YOU
HEADLINE SPONSOR

PRIDE MARCH PARTNER



FINISH

12:15: Pride Marchers to assemble 
at Scottish Parliament on 
Parliament Green by Horse Wynd. 

12.30: Speeches will commence 
from invited guest speakers atop 
a Lothian double decker bus.
 
13:00: Pride March moves off, 
heading North and turning left 
into the Canongate, carrying on 
up to the High Street. Continuing 
west up the High Street, turning 
left at Lawnmarket Junction onto 
George IV Bridge, at the end of 
George IV Bridge a slight left into 
Bristo Place, then left again into 
Potterrow followed by a right turn 
into Crichton Street. 

Finally a right turn into Charles 
Street, and The Pride March arrives 
at the EUSA Campus at 14.00.

All timings following departure 
are approximate, should the 
EUSA Campus reach capacity, the 
remainder of the Pride March will 
continue ahead from Crichton 
Street into George Square, turning 
left into Middle Meadow Walk, 
dispersing on the Meadows.

Assemble at Scottish Parliament,  
Holyrood, Edinburgh @ 12.30pm

PRIDE MARCH

prideedinburgh.org 



START

SATURDAY JUNE 24th 2023

 Please note when the March arrives at the festival village it will take some time to get everyone 
through into the main arena, and once we reach capacity entry will be temporarily paused, 
please proceed to George Square Gardens which will be open for picnics or continue across 
out to middle meadow walk and onto the meadows for more space, the arena will re-open 
when capacity allows. Please take all rubbish with you from George Square Gardens and we 
ask you follow the directions of Police and our Stewarding team. Thank you!



Aegon UK plc, registered office: Level 26, The Leadenhall Building, 122 Leadenhall Street, 

London, EC3V 4AB. Registered in England and Wales (No. 03679296). © 2023 Aegon UK plc

In the UK, Aegon are focused on providing pension, 
retirement savings and investment solutions for 
our customers throughout their lifetime. 

We’re committed to being a socially responsible 
business, whether that’s reducing our environmental 
footprint, helping customers invest responsibly, or 
supporting our local communities.

As well as sponsoring Pride events across the country, we’re dedicated 
to raising awareness and promoting allyship. Our internal Proud network 
was established in 2017 to educate, empower, listen and be visible to 
support our LGBTQIA+ colleagues. 

Find out more about us at aegon.co.uk and aegonam.com

We’re Proud 
to celebrate Pride
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© British Heart Foundation 2023, registered charity in 
England and Wales (225971) and in Scotland (SC039426)

   A cardiac arrest 
        does not 
discriminate

Learn CPR in 15 minutes free with RevivR

Scan the QR code 
or search BHF RevivR

Be Proud
"Diversity and inclusion are at the heart of our business, and we are committed to ensuring our firm is
inclusive, where individual differences are respected and valued. We will continue to create a workplace
where every individual feels like they can be their true authentic selves and reach their full potential." 

Hazel Gray, sponsoring partner of the Deloitte Scotland Proud Network

Join the conversation on Twitter @DeloitteUK_Scot @DeloitteProud
#ProudAtDeloitte

© 2023 Deloitte LLP. All rights reserved.



We offer support to survivors of all genders aged
12 and over.

 

We believe everyone should be free to express
their own identity with dignity. 

 

We won't ask you to disclose your identity and
we can offer you support with LGBTQI+ workers.

 

Contact us:
www.ercc.scot

support@ercc.scot
Text: 07966 067 301 

 

Scottish Charity No SC006208

Phone

Instant message

10am - 10pm everyday

You talk. We listen.
Whether you’re concerned
about coming out to new
people, have questions about
safer sex, gender identity,
relationship issues or you’re
feeling discriminated against 
– get support from our team of
trained LGBT+ volunteers.

@switchboardlgbt

Email

hello@switchboard.lgbt

0800 0119 100

www.switchboard.lgbt



thu 1st: welcome back to Gayz Onley!
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  
fri 2nd: music bingo and party tunes
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 
sat 3rd: 80’s gay classics vinyl dj set
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 
fri 9th: music bingo and all requests dj set
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 
sat 10th: house music rave with the phat controller
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 
sun 11th: pride bridge glow up + exclusive beer launch
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 
fri 16th: quiz nite with Garry + big singalong party
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

sat 17th: Gayz Onley x pride x kafe kweer-tunes & tarot
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
tue 20th: pride bridge 5km rainbow run + pints
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
fri 23rd: uncle harry’s big gay quiz + dj set
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
sat 24th: pride, surprize surprize, party tunes, dancing
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
sun 25th: chilled out post pride recovery day session
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
thu 29th: lgbtq workers + activists appreciation day
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
fri 30th: the big send off-prize, bingo, tunes, fun
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Gayz Onley is raising 
money for Equality Network

72 North Fort St, 
Leith EH6 4HL

book now! 
07758 739 152
07876 351 535

beer exclusives, 
Edinburgh Zine Library,
Our Story, 
LGBTQ archive, 
rainbows!





PROUD TO 
SUPPORT 

EDINBURGH 
PRIDE
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MONUMENTAL IS
THE MULTI-AWARD
WINNING  GROWTH
MARKETING
AGENCY FOR HIGH
GROWTH
COMPANIES.
POWERED BY
DIVERSITY.

MONUMENTALMARKETING.CO.UK

PREWORKOUT
GUMMIES
PROMOTING
DIVERSITY IN
SPORTS &
FITNESS

USE PRIDE10
FOR 10% OFF
valid until 30/06/2023

CHEWZGUMMIES.COM







CELEBRATE PRIDE WITH US

JOIN US FOR ROCKY HORROR 
ON THE BIG SCREEN THIS JUNE 
everymancinema.com

Let’s do  
the Time  
Warp again!

Let’s do  
the Time  
Warp again!

E C L E C T I C  C H A R M  I N  T H E
 H E A R T  O F  E D I N B U R G H 

VIBRANT DESIGN, DESTINATION DINING &

AN ENERGISING WELLNESS RETREAT. 

WELCOME TO YOUR FAVOURITE RESORT-IN-THE-CITY.

kimptoncharlottesquare.com | reservations@kimptoncharlottesquare.com
38 Charlotte Square, Edinburgh EH2 4HQ

C H A R L O T T E
K I M P T O N

H O T E L

S Q U A R E
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